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Chriſtian Reader, _ | 
Hat Chriſt ( according to-the fleſh) is of - 
| TI the Tribe of 7ndah and Houſe of David, | 
theſe Scriptures (it well lookt into ) manifeſt- 
ly evince: ſee Gen. 45. Io. 2 Sim. 7. 12. Pſal. 
I32.11. Rom. 1, 3. Heb. 7.14, &c. Now one © 
oreat objection againſt the Goſpel and Chriſti= 
anity is, That we are not able by Scripture to } 
demonſtrate that Chriſt our Lord is the Sofy ] 
| of David; that the Genealogies recorded by | 
St. Matthew and St. Lxke do not ſhew it: that Þ| 
| we cannot reconcile our own Evangeliſts ta 
themſelves, nor to other Scriptures, I penned 
what is here written for my own fatisfaQion, 
and if it may be uſeful to others, I have more 
than my firſt deſign. The miracles wrought by 
our bleſſed Saviour, infallibly prove him to be 
the Chrilt of God, though we could not ſhew + 
by what Anceſtors he deſcended, from Abrahams 
and David. If any where thou ſeeſt me differ 
from the common and received opinion, know 
that it is for weighty cauſes, and that there are } 
ſome of the moſt learned on my fide. All Scrip- . 
ture is profitable, ſaith the Apoltle, the ſacred 
Genealogical Records are ofexceeding great uſe ' 
and neceſlity : as ſeals of Chriſt, lights of faith, 
roots of time, and glaſfes of mortality, 
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tha 
per; 


C75 


4 CHAP. I. 


01- 
1117 


reliminary remarks 1101 ſeveral 7 hings ; 
relating io Chriſt. 


4 HE Scope of the Evangeliſts, is, To ' 
IS. prove that Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of : 


the Virgin Mary, is the true Mefſj- -: 
ah and Saviour of the World ſent 


7 God ; . becauſe. x. God hath given teſti- | 
 ony to him, by many famous and illuſtrious 


Tacles, and by raiſing him from the dead, : 
In him all the promiſes, types and propheſies * 
the Old Teſtament, concerning the Meffiah, 
; exaQtly fulfilled. 3. He deſcended, accor-, ; 
” to the fleſh, from David and Abraham, Gc. - 


- 2, The Ebiontes did reject and expunge the 


ole Genealogie of Chriſt, and the two firſt - 
apters of Matthew, Epiph. l. 1. her. 30, Ex © 
| Eccl, Hiſt. 1..3. c. 24. theſe aftirmed our : 
[ſed Saviour to be the natural Son of Foſeph, 


enthas and Ebion had an evil deſign to adulk 


te the Chriſtian Religion with 7#daiſm ; they 


'neld the perpetuity of the Ceremonial Law, 
that by this means they might avoid the terrible 
perſecutions that did peculiarly preſs Chriſtians. 
\p, This Hereſic began in the Apoſtles times, 


and 
ney. © 


Contents. 


| f YHap. 1. Preliminary remarks upon ſcueral thi, 
| Yd 7clating to Chrift. 
| Chap. 2. A Table repreſenting to the eye the | 
| cred Genealogie of Chriſt. | 
| Chap. 3, Notes explaining the holy Pedigrees 
St. Matthew and St, Luke. | 
| Chap. 4. Doults and Queſtions touching the G 
 nealogie in Matt. 1. plainly reſolved. 
Chap. 5. Doubts and 2ucſtions concerning the ( 
| mealogie in Luke 3. fully anſwered. 

Chap. 6. Difficult and ſeemingly oppoſite place 
Scripture explained and recoxciled. 
Chap. 7. The palpable falſhood of the common . 
 . moſt received Hypotheſis, to accommodate 
* ſacred Proſapie in Matt. 1. with that in Luk 
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CHAP. TL 


Preliminary remarks upon ſeveral things | 
relating io Chriſt. Y 


$.I. HE Scope of the Evangeliſts, is, To 
| prove that Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of 
the Virgin Mary, is the true Meſlj- -: 
ft ah' and Saviour of the World ſent : 
by God ;. becauſe. x. God hath given teſti- 
mony to him, by many famous and illuſtrious 
miracles, and by raiſing him from the dead, : 
2. In him all the promiſes, types and propheſies * 
of the Old Teſtament, concerning the Mefliah, : 
; are exactly fulfilled. 3. He deſcended, accor-, 
ding to the fleſh, from David and Abraham, Grc. - 
6. 2, The Ebionttes did reject and expunge the 
whole Genealogie of Chrift, and the two firſt -: 
Chapters of Adatthew, Epiph. l. 1. her. 30, Ex © 
| ſeb, Eccl, Hiſt. 1..3. c. 24. theſe aftirmed our : 
blefſed Saviour to be the natural Son of Foſeph, 
Cerinthas and Ebion had an evil deſign to adul- 
terate the Chriſtian Religion with 7#d4aiſm ; they 
as, held the perpetuity of the Ceremonial Law, 
"| that by this means they might avoid the terrible 
| perſecutions that did peculiarly preſs Chriſtians. 


P L his Herefie began in the Apoſtles times, and _ ' 
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(6) | 
they much oppoſe it in many places ; as Gal. 
6. 12. Phil. 3.2. 18. Theſe Hereticks alſo did 
reject all the Epiſtles of St, Paxt, counting him 
-an Apoſtate from the Law, as Exſebirs tells us. 
He thinks they were called Eb:oxites (if not 
from E4:i0y their Maſter ) for the poverty of 
their underſtanding, and for their poor and mean 
| Opinion of Chriſt {IR caupidas per metalepſin 

Epenms. 

.&. 3. The proper names of the Hebrews are 
oftentimes alter'd, by the change of ſome let- 
ters, eſpecially when put into other languages; 
- of which we have. many inſtances in the holy - 
Genealogie ( as well as in other Scriptures: ) 
* Rehoboam 1s called Reboam, Fehoſaphat foſophat, 
| Shealtiel S1lathiel, Uzziah Ozias, GC. 
 * $. 4. The names inthe holy Pedigree are 
{ fignificative ( ſundry Authors give a particular 
F account.) The fews (uſually at circumciſion, 
| as appears by Abraham, Gen. 21. and Zacha- 
vas, Luk. x.) gave to their Children names fig- 
E nificative, either as memorials to excite thank- 
 fulneſs for bleſſings received, or as preſages of 
ſome good to be done or received, or other 
great events of Providence. 

$. 5. The Providence of God 1s admirable in 
making the birth of our bleffed Saviour contem- 
' porary with the general Taxing or Enrolling of 
all the Roman Empire, by a Decree from Caſar 
Auguſtus, Luk.2, The deſign of the Emperor Au- 
 *exſtas in this Taxing or Enrolling, was, that the 
_— | number 


Houſe of David .( a neceſſary Charater of the 
Methah ) according to the many Propheſieg 


number of perſons, 2nd what they were worth | 
in every Province, might be known, thar ſo he. 
might underſtand the grearnelts and power of 
the Rowan Empire. Now -in this Taxing, the 
Names of all Perſons, Men, Women, and Chil- 
dren, were Enrolled and Recorded i in Books or 
Tables, which were carried to Rome, and there 
kept in the publick Archives and Treaſuries of 
Monuments and Evidences, to be there ſeen by 
any perſon. That the Name fm was written 
in thoſe Books or Tables, is affirmed by Tertal- 
lian and others of the Fathers. * The Romans, n 
all Provinces and Kingdoms, did retain the Cu- 
ſtom of Taxing or Enrolling, there anciently us 
ſed; and it was the manner of the 7ews to de 
it by Tribes and Families : therefore Foſeph and 
Mary could. not avoid going to Bethlehem, for 
they were both of the Family of David, whoſe 
Original ſeat was Berhlehzzs, called therefore 
the City of David. Now the wiſe Providence 
of God ordered the Birth of our Blefled Saviour: 
to fall out in this funQure of time, x. That 
ſo the Scripture ,might'be fulfilled royching the 
Birth of our Saviour Chriſt in Bethlehem, Mich, 

. 2: the Bleſſed Virgin coming to. Bethlehem r 
be Enrolled, did there bring forth the haly Je- 
Hs. That it mizhr be uridoubtedly manifeſt- 
ed, that our Lord Jeſus was of the Family and 


concerning him, 3, That the place of our Sa- 
A 4 _vioury 
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viours Nativity , and his Family and Kindred 
might be atteſted and witnefſed in the publick 
"Tables and Books laid up in the Archives at 
Rome. 

$. 6, The Jews did carefully keep and Record 
their Pedigrees and Tables of Genealogiecs for 
many weighty cauſes: As, x. That the inhe- 
ritances of the Tribes might remain diſtinct, 

for if they did ſell their inheritances and Lands, 
in the year of Jubilee they were claimed and 
recovered again by their former poſleſſors or 
their Heirs. 2. To diſtinguiſh the firſt born and 
they who deſcended from them , from the youn- 
ger brethren the firſt-born had certain peculiar 
priviledges. 3. To preyent the intermingling 
of other Nations with the Jews. - 4. In refe- 
[rences to the Meſſiah who was to deſcend from 
the Tribe of 74dah.and-Family of David. 5. In 
{reference to the Prieſthood , for nove might 
| be a Pricft who was not of the Tribe of Lev. 

| . $. 7. It is reported that Herod endeavoured 
| to take away and aboliſh the Genealogical Ta- 
{ bles and Books. laid up in the Temple, that ſo, 
| he, extracted from baſe and mean Parents, 
| | might the better make pretenſions to Nobility 
| Equal with any. of the fews, Exſeb. Eccl. Hiſt. 
Lb. I.C. 7. 

_ S. 8. It came to paſs by the ſingular Provi- 
dence of God, that preſently after the Birth 
tt of our Bleſſed Saviour, and aboliſhing of the 
ll "06:4 Lol Prieſthood and Ceremonies, the Tribes 


of _ 


(9) 
| of the Fews were confounded and intermingled; Þ 
and now (as the fews themſelves confeſs ) '_ | 
they cannot certainly diſcery their Tribes one 
from another, no ew, now living, knows of. 
what Tribe he is deſcended. . 

6. 9. The holy Genealogic and Pedigree of our 
Bleſſed Saviour was recorded by the Evange- 
lifts, St. Matthew and Sr. Luke, for great and 
ſpecial Reaſons; As, 1. To ſhew thar Chriſt 
was truly and really man , and not im appea- 
rance only, as Hereticks have taught, Baflides, 
Marcion,&c. Iren.adverſ.Hereſ.l,r. 2. TO take 
away the ſcandal the ews had, becauſe of the 
poverty and mean eſtare: of Foſeph ( his ſuppo- 
ſed Father) and the Blefſed Virgin his Mother. 
2. Toſhew our Saviours deſcent from the bleſ- 
ſed ſeed of the ſtock of Abraham, the Tribe of 
7#d-h, the Family of Davia, Matt. I. x. He 
was the Son of David the Son of Abraham, 
Theſe two are expreſly, and in the firſt place, 
remember'd by St. Matthew, becauſe to them 
were made'the moſt plain, ſolemn, and fre- 
quent promiſes, that Chrift ſhould be of their 
ſeed : Abraham was the Head of the Nation, 
David of the Family of which Chriſt came. 
Ambroſ. in Luc. 3. Chryſoſt, Hom. 2. in Matt. 
Hieron. in itt, x, : 

$. 10, God promiſed to Abriham, that in 
his ſeed all Nations ſhould be bleſſed, and that 
his poſterity ſhould be exceeding numerous and 

\ populous; God promiſed to David, that his 


TT 


nr TIT 


(- tual Father of all true believers in the world; 


| a 6s Mi 

| Kingdom and Throne ſhould continue for ever, 
t and havego end: Now theſe promiſes were 
F eminently &Mlfilled in Chriſt and his Church. 
f Conſider ſcriouſly, Gen, 12.13. 22. 18. 49, Io. 


2 Sam, 7,12. 1Chron, 17. 11. Pſal. 132.11. Gal.| 


3+:17- 


F$, 11, Abraham ſignifieth a high Father off 


{ a multitude ( he is the firſt man in the world, 
| | whoſe name was changed by God : ) He is ſo 
F called, x. Becauſe his natural poſterity ſhould 
'S bervery numerous; 2. Becauſe he is the ſpiri- 


even the believing Gentiles alſo are Children of 
Abraham; 1. By imitation of Faith, 2.' By 
union'with Chrift the ſeed of Abrabar : read 
that of St. Paul, Rom. 4. 11, 12,16, 17, &c. 
$. 12. That excellent diſcourſe and reaſon- 


ing of our Saviour, att. 22. 41. wherewith| 


he baffled and ſilenced his adverſaries, hath no) 
deſign to prove that he was not the SON of 
David, but demonſtrates that he was more than 
the Son of David, more than a meer man ; that 
he was alſo the Son of God, and truly God. 
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CH AP. IL 


AT ble repreſenting the ſacred Genealos | 


gie of Chr1ſt, St. Luke 3. 


I Adam. 

2 Seth. 

3 Enos. 
Canaan. 

5 Mabalcel. 

6 fared. ' 

7 Enoch. 


8 Mathuſclah, 


9 Lamech. . 
1o Noah. 


- II Sem. 


I2 Arphaxad. 
I3 Caiman, 

14 Salah. 

is Heber. 

I6 Peleg. 


I7 Ragat, 


Ct, Mar.r. 


18 Saruch. 
I9 Nachor. 
20 Tharah. 
21 Abraham, 


22 1ſaac. 


23 7acob, 

24 fudah. 

25 Phares, 

26 Eſrom, 

27 Aram, 

28 Aminadab. 
29 Naaſſon. 
30 Salmon, 

31 BooZ, 

32 Obed, 


33 jſſe. 
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CHAP. IL 


| Notes ex -plaining' the holy Pedigrees re 
corded by St. Matthew and $1. Luke. 


| $. 1, Ct. Matthew deduceth the line of Foſeph 
; by Solomon from David ; St. Luke draw - 


| than from David: Nathan was Davids younger 
} Son, and Solomons Brother by Bathſheba, 1 Chron. 


3-F- 

| DET. 2. 7oſep þ deſcended naturally from Na- 
| than, legally * ch Solomon : for Solomons poſte- 
| rity failing, the next Heir to the Crown was Sa- 
F lathiel, Salathicls Son and Heir was Zorobabel 
= the Ruler,” famous for rebuilding the Temple ; 


Wt made from God of eſtabliſhing the Kingdom in 
Mt his poſterity ( and therefore both the Evange- 
we liſts, St. Marthew and St. Luke, expreſly men- 
tW} tion him as well as Abraham and David) Ezra 
Wl 5-7, Ss I. I, 2.23. Zach. 4.6, &c. 

Wt Sect. 2. Zorobabel had two Sons, Abiad the 
tt} elder, ow whom foſeph naturally deſcended, 

Wt} as St. Matthew ſheweth : Rheſa the younger Son, 

i from him the Bleſſed Virgin ary was naturally 


M1. Zxk. 3-27. 
MF Sect. 4. It Do 5 Cr1dent, that St, Adatthew 1n 
ſetting 


| eth the line of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, by Na- 


It} to this Zerobabel great and ample promiſes were | 


i | extratted, as St. Luke declareth, att. 1, 13. | 


— - - 
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| po as I, One OY D-AV TD. | Luke 3. 
- _— | 35 Nathan. FE 
| Rhoboam. 36 Marttatha. 
'f = | 37 Mainan. 
| 4 fe wy 38 Melea. 
[ Z 'p f 39 Eliakim. 
'> = . 40 7onan.: | 
Joas * C1 Chron. 3. 11: 41 Foſeph. 
| & Ames 11h omitted by St. Matt. p- eo : 
Simeon. 
| 5 | Oxias} called Azariah, 2 Kings IF. 44 Levi. 
- Foatham. 45 Matthat. 
15 —_ 46 Zorim. 
| s JeRzas. 47 Elezer. 
1,2 Manaſſes. 48 Foſe. 
( Amon. 49 Er. @ 
| 3 | Zofias 1 called Zehorakim, yo Elmodam, A 
£ Zechomas C1 Chron. 3. IF. FI Coſam. 1 © 
IS Zechonias. Childleſs, Fer. 22. 30. $2 Adds. | S 
1B  CUnkleandHeirto Zechonias, $3 Melchi. = 
'| # | Sedekza5 1 Chron. 3. 16. omitted by 54 Ners. H 
T% St. Mattherv. ; Z 
$a after AXedekgas Heir to Fechoni- '© 
<= | Aſſir4, 1 Chron. 3. 17. omitted by 5 
IJ St. Mattherw. & 
Y ee —_—__—— " — « 
& 55 Salathiel, Son of Neri, Heir of Afſir and Zechonzas. 3} 
| E EE 56 ZAorobabel Sonand Heir of Salathiel. Marr. 1. Luk. 3. "$4 
' . - "IE _ Ex 
3 EW Abiud. 57 Rbeſa. io 
T 7 58 Foanna. - | 
ci Eliakim, 59 Fudah. 'S 
XL Jn 60 Foſeph. 1 
= Zor. 61 Semer. | - 
-_ 62 Mattathias. wa 
bs | Add. 63 Maath. | ws) 
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SEC. 2. 7oſeph deſcended naturally from 1V4- 


. than, legally Nom Sol-mon : for Solomons poſtc- 
rity failizg, the next Fleir tothe Crown was S4- 


lathi:l, Salathicls Son and Heir was Zorobabel 
the Ruler, famous for rebuilding the Temple ; 
to this Zerobabel great and ample promiſes were 
made from God of eſtabliſhing the Kingdom in 
his poſterity ( and therefore both the Evange- 
liſts, St. 2Zarthew and St. Luke, expreily men- 
tion him as well as Abraham and David) Ezra 
F- I, 3g x. I. 2.23. Zech. 4.6, &c. 

Sect. 3. Zorobabcl had two Sons, Ab:ad rhe 
elder, ok whom foſeph narurally delcended, 
as ot. Matthew ſheweth : Rheſathe v Gunger Son, 
from him the Blefled Virgin Mary was naturally 
extracted, as St. Luke declaret h, Aﬀatt. 3.13. 
Luh. 3.27. 


Sect. 4. It is evideat, that St, Matthew 1n 


ſeitins 


ects. 


ESUS CHRIST-< OY TEAS WO 7 We 


Aſ : 
| St. Matthew. 
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55 Salathiel, Som: of Ner7, Heir of Aſfir and Fechonias. 
56 Rovobabel Sonand Heir - Salathiel. Marr. 1. 1. Luk. J- 


FER 
Abiud, 


By Law and right of Succeſſion, 1s Hei 


E 
e 


| Azor. 
Radoc. 
Achim. 


Eliud. 


JESUS CHRIST: 


——_ 


| 48 


| 


Eleazar. 


niet emronec—ns cmm—_—_— 
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Eliakim, 


Matthan, 


| 
FOSEPH rhe Husband of 


Manaſſes. 45 7oſe. 
Amon. 49 Er. 
Foſias o_ Fehorahim, Fo Elmodam, 
| Zechonias C1 Chron. 3. 15. FI Coſam. 
& x viarut Childleſs, Fer. 22. 30. $2 Adds. 
Unkle and Heir to Fechonias, 53 Melchz. 
SethiY Chron. 3. 16. omitted by 54 Nerz. 
St. Mattherv. 


after Xedekzas Heir to Fechon:= 
4, 1 Chron. 3. 17. omitted by 
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"7 Rveſa. 
58 Joanna. 
59 Judah. 
60 Foſeph. 


O01 Semer. 


62 Mattathias. 


63 Maath. 


64. Nagez. 
65 Eſli. 

66 Naum. 
67 Amos. 


68 Mattathias. 


69 oſeph. 
70 Fanna. 
71 Melchi. 
72 Levs. 
73 Matthat. 
74 Hel. 


75 xs RY. 
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JESUS CHRIST By Narure is Son unto theſe. 
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CHAP. I 


| Notes explaining the holy Pedigrees re. 
corded by St. Matthew and St. Luke. 


6. 1, Ct. 77atthew deduceth the line of Foſeph 


by Solomon from David ; St, Luke draw- 


eth the line of the Bleffed Virgin Mary, by Na-- 
than from David: Nathan was Davids younger 


Son, and Solomons Brother by Bathſhcba, 1 Chron. 


Ky. 
| Sect. 2. 7oſeph deſcended naturally from Na- 

than, legally from Solomon: for Solomons poſte- 
| rity failing, the next Heir to the Crown was Sa- 
+ lathicl, Salathiels Son and Heir was Zorohabel 
t'the Ruler,” famous for rebuilding the Temple ; 
+ to this Zerobabel great and ample promiſes were 
# made from God of eſtabliſhing the Kingdom in 
We his poſterity ( and therefore both the Evange- 


WM liſts, St. Matthew and St. Lake, expreſly men- 


WH tion him as well as Abraham and David) Ezra 
i 5-7, Hagg, 1. T, 2.23. Zach. 4.6, Tc. 

iſ} Sect. 3. Zorobabcl had two Sons, Ab:ad the 
WW elder, from whom foſeph naturally deſcended, 
Wy as St. Iatthew ſheweth : Rheſathe younger Son, 
Mr from him the Bleſſed Virgin Mary was naturally 


_” | 
Sect. 4. It js eyident, that St, Jdatthew 1n 
——_ ſetting 


extracted, as St. Luke declareth, Afatt. 1, 13. 
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4: It is erident, chat St, 
ſerting 


| Herring down the hole Genealogie hath reſilat,. 
| ro the right of ſucceſſion in the Kingly dignity, _ 


| next Heir to Solomons Kingdom. 


% 
——_—_—c 


| curſe againſt Pechonias, that he ſhould die Child- 


| promiſed that Solomons Throne ſhould be eſta- 


| conditional, if Solomons Children did perſevere 


— ed” 5 


and ſheweth how the Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the ' 
lawful King of the Zews, and by a legal. right 


Sect. 5. That Solomons Houſe failed 3 in Jechd-. 
u:14s, and was extinct long before the birth of 
' our Saviour, appeareth moſt evidently : 1. By 
comparing the Genealogie in St, Matthew 
with that in St. Zauke, 2. By the threatning , 
againſt Ahabs whole houſe, 2 King.9.8. I King. 
15. 29. Now Solomons houſe Joined with Ahab," | 
when foram Son of ehoſophat married A: baliab 
Daughter of Ahab, 2 Chron.2x.6. 3. By Gods 


Wo. = 


leſs, Ferem. 22.25, Ezch, 21.25. 4 By ſetling. 
the Regal Dignity upon Zorobabel of Nathans ' 
Family, Hazg. 2.23. that he was made Go- ? 
vernour and Ruler of the fews, 1s evident in __ 
the Books of Nehemiah and Ezra. Obj. God 


-—— 4 


— 


bliſhed for ever, 2 Sam. 7.13. Anſw. The He- 
brew word Sy ſignifieth long continuance, 
not always perpetuity; and the promiſe was 


in the true ſervice of God, which they did not.: 
and this promiſe 1s abſolutely accompliſhed In 
Chriſt the Antitype, 
[ Sect. 6. fer. 22, 30, Write ye this man 
| Childleſs, is Run of hr here called Co- 


| | vid 


O74). 

ni4h in contempt, and called Feboyjgkin, 2 King, 
24.8. Some learned men think thar Fechoniat is 
fa1d to be Childleſs, only becauſe none of his po- 
ſterity did ſucceed him in the Kingdom: 19 
the Ravins (for they hold that the Mefliah comes 
by natural and lineal deſcent from Solomon) and 
S:xt, Senenſ. Maldouat. Calvin, Fanius, &c. others 


interpret [ Childleſs ] unhappy , miſerable, ac-| 


| curſed : ſo Gomarm, Spanhemins, 2 u:iſtorpius,6tc; 
but it is plain that "V9 Childleſs hath a dee- 
| per ſignification, and muſt import want of na- 
' natural iſſue, as in Gen. 15.2. and that noted 
place in Levit. 20. 20. 
Sect. 7. Afr was Heir to fechonias after his 
Uncle Zedzkzas, 1 Chron. 3. 17. Afr 1s there 
| called echonias his Son, that 1s, his Succeſſor 
In right, Who was natural Father of Afr, 
is not (as I can find recorded in Scripture, 
Some of the Rabbins who are followed by Ln- 
ther, Gomarus, Spanhemins, Dnuiftorpins, &c. take 
t Afſir to be an Appcllative, 1 Chron. 3.17. 7ccho- 
nias the Captive ; but it is better with the an- 


cient 7ewiſhþ Writers, and the Septwagint to take 


DR there for a proper name; and the con- 


#/ ſtruction of the Hebrew Text doth more re- 


quire it; beſides Afr is. a uſual proper name 


in other places, as x Chron, 6, 22. 1 Cihron,| 


6, 23. 23 q 


er 


THAT 


Doubts and Oveſtions touching the Ges 
nealogie of Matt. 1. plainly reſol- 


Ved. 


| 


| $. 1.CY Teſt. How can there be but three men 4 


between Salmon and David (Matt.rx. 
5. ) when there was 366 years from Salmon 
( who lived in the time of oſha ) totheBirth 
of David; as is plain, if you compare x Kings 


ich 6.1. I Kings 2, To. 2 Sam. 5.4? ) -. 


Anſw. In thoſe times men lived longer than - 
now, and had more vigour and ftrength. The . 
Anceſtors of our Saviour, by the extraordina- 
ry bleſſing of God, did often procreate Chil- 


_} dren in their old age. 


Obj. Pſal. 90. io. The days of our years are 
threeſcere years and teu, and if by reaſon of 
ſtrength they be fourſcore years, yet 1s their ſtrength 


| {aboxr and ſorrow: ] Theſe are the words of 


Moſes. Anſw. 1. Moſes himſelf lived longer, 
and perhaps others in that Age ; but he ſpeaks 
de communi ratione. The Prophet faith, that ac- 
cording to the common and ordinary courſe, 
men were wont, in thoſe times, to live m full 
itrength, without any decay of body, ſeventy 
or eighty years : but now by experience WE 


P, find, that the common and ordinary courſe of 


VIgOrgus 


| IO. 


vigorous life, and entire ſtrength, reacheth} 


bur to the fiftieth year, and in ftronger perſons 
to the ſixtieth year, although ſome few, even 
now, remain lively and ſtrong. at ſeventy or 
eighty years 

Sect. 2. Oueſt. Why did St. Matthew leave 
out theſe three Kings, Ahaziah, Foaſh, Ama- 
ziah, between foram and Ozias, Matt. 1. 8, 
IChron, 3.11? 

Anſw. It appears to be his intent and pur- 
poſe to give a bricf ſum of the Genealogie, 
digeſted into three Teſara Decades ( or three 
ranks of fourtcen Generations ) for memory 
ſake, Matt. 1. 17. St. Matthew deſigning to 
ſhew the right of ſucceſſion, it was nor ne- 
ceſſary for him, in order hereunto, to menti- 
on every perſon; it being a ruled Maxime, That 
the Heir of my Heir 1s my Heir. The fore- 
mentioned three Kings (rather than others ) 


are- left out, becauſe of Goc's curſe againſt( 


Ahabs houſe, 1 Kings 21. 2I. 2 Kings9.8. for 
that 7oram married the Daughter of ezabel by 
Ahab, his Children to the fourth Generation 
are pafſed over, Hieron, in Matt. 1. Hilar. 
Can. I. | 

Sect. 3- Queſt, How could Salmon marry 
Rachab. a Canaaniteſs, and Booz Rath a Moabi- 
teſs, Matt. x. when the Law of God forbids 
ſuch marriages, Exod. 34. 

An(w, The 7ews were forbidden to marry 


—— — 


.I6? | 


wich Strangers and Forreigners, not as ſuch, but 
_ as 


ey 


WA=- 
wi 


inſt 


] 


as Idolaters, and therefore, 


I7 ) | | 

if converted, they 

might marry. with them: for they had liber- 
ty to marry their Captives, Dezt. 21. 13. but 
then the Captive woman muſt ſhave her head, 
pare her nails, put of the attire of her Cap=- 
tivity; this was to admoniſh her to pur off her 
former - manners, to revolt from her former 
Religion, and profeſs the true Religion.. Ra- 
chabs Converſion to the true Religion appears 
by her Confeffion, 7oſh. 2. 12. The Lord your. 
God he is God in Heaven above, and in the 
Earth beneath, The like may be concluded 
of Ryth, from her ſolemn profeſſion to her Mo- 
ther-in-law Naomi, Ruth. 1.16. Whither thow 


goeſt I will go, thy people ſhall be my people, and 


thy God ſhall be my God. 
Sect. 4. Oxeft. How can there be thrice four+ 
teen Generations, as is ſaid, atr. I. 17; when 


, as by the account there, no more than thir- 


teen perſons are placed in the ſecond or in the 
third Rank or Claſlis. | 
Anſw. This hath greatly perplexed both ans 
cient and late Divines. Maldonate ( following 
Epiphanins, Ambro/. &c. ) cuts this hard knot 
(which he could not unlooſe)) by ſaying, One 
Generation is omitted by the fault and neg® 
ligence of Tranſcribers ; but the three Teffara- 
Decades, .or thrice fourteen Generations are thus 


| computed, _ 


Ir 
wh | B 


Before _ 
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Before the The Kingdom [The Kingdom 
Kingdom. | flouriſhing. | fallen. 
1| Abraham, 1|Solowen, | [-1 Zechonias. | 
2\[[aac. 2|Roboam, S| 2 Salathicl. 
| 31/4606. 2\Abia, |S 3 Zorobabel. 
| 4\7ndas. 41 Aſa. ©. 4 Abiud. 
[=] 5[fhares. 5[oſaphar:|S | 5|Eliak:m. 
ſ | GEfrom, vV| 6feram. | 6|Azor. 
 +<| mdram. © 7Ozias. || 7\$adoo. 
:6e 81 1minadab. 8[foatham.| 5 8 Achim. 
| fNaaſſon. | 9] Achas. || 9.Elind, 

x [1 OfSdlmon. << [ro|Ezechias.4a [1 o|Elcatar. 
(©. {I.1\Boos. L1[Manaſſes. [11 Matthas. 
- 3 12] Amon. |S |[12\facod. 

I 3j7efſe. . [I13]/oſias. IQj{13fofeph. 
| _ | = Op RST, 
Iiteflara- |- \ 2'Teſlara- | 3; Tcllara- 
{Decade. | | Decade. | Decade. 


Obſerve, That fechon#as, the laſt in the ſecond 
Rank, is the ſon of *Zeſias, - and Fechonias the 
firſt in the third Rank, is the Son of the former 

echongas, called 7qhoiakim, x Chron.z,15. Now 
St.' Aatthew- did fitly 'compriſe the ſacred Pe- 
digree in three Teſſara-Decades, both for per- 
ſpicuity and memory ſake, and alſo to'repre- 
ſent the three great Revolutions and Changes of | 
State among the 1ſratlites, before Chriſts birth. | 

 Chrif, Homil, 4. in Matt, And by this _ 

1ON 


— 


————_—— 
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| Ction of T: ſſara- Decades St, Matthew would lead 


the Fews by the hand (as it were ) to Chriſt, 
and infinuate, that fourteen Generations being | 
BOW expired fince the Babylaniſh Captivity , 
Gods people were to undergo a new change, 
as they had formerly found a notable alterati- 
on, after fourteen Generations elapſed from A- 
braham,in the time of David, and as the like had 
befallen them after the fourteen following Gene= 
rations in the Babyloniſh Captivity, as is well 

obſerved by 7anſenias, Spanhemins, and Others, 

Sect. 5. Paucſt, Why is it ſaid, They ſhall call 


his name Emmanuel, Matt, 1. 23. when as our 


Saviour was not called by the name Emmannel, 
but by the name of eſs? | 
Anſw. The meaning is, that Chriſt ſhould do 
thar which the: name imports, and therefore 
well deſerves to be ſo called; as being one. 
that ſhould bring God to dwell with us, uniting 
him to our nature by incarnation, to our per- 
ſons by reconciliation : ſee the like phraſe, 1/a. 
9.6. Matt. 5.9. Zach. 8.3, &c. He ſhall be 


called Emmanziicl, that IS, he ſhall effect and 


accompliſh what the name imports. Tertull.adverſ. 
74d. CO Homil. 5. in Matt. &C 

Sect. 6. Oreſt, Why is foſephs Pedigree et 
down, Matt. x. fecing that he was but the ſup- 
poſed Father of our Saviour Chriit ? 

Anſw. This hath been (and is ftill ) vehe- 
mently urged by the Enemies of Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, But theſe momentous accounts may be 

B 2 | g1VEn 


given of it: Tx. 7oſephs Pedigree concerns our 
Bleſſed Saviour, as born of his Wife, and as being 
- his Son by Divine appointment although not by 
nature; upon which conſideration, he muſt par- 
take of the ſame priviledges by 7oſeph, as if he- 
had been his natural Son : if among all Nations 
adoptive Children are ennobled from the Stem | 


and Lineage into which they are inſerted, how { 


much more juſt and equal is it, that all the 
+ Civil Rights of 7oſeph, and the Divine promiſes 
made to his Anceſtors, ſhould appertain to 
| Chriſt our Lord born of 7oſephs Wife, the Bleſ: 
ſed Virgin Mary, by the power of the Holy- 
Ghoſt, 2. It was needful to regiſter Foſephs 
Genealogie, becauſe the Fews commonly ſur- 
miſed him to be the natural Father of our 
Saviour, and did not underſtand the myſtery 
of his being born of a pure Virgin: this St, 


Chryſoſt. Hom. 3. in Matt. largely prefſeth. 3. It\ 


was not the uſial Cuſtom of the iow to draw 
Genealogies by Women, but by Men, there- 
fore St. Matthew ſets down the line of oſeph, 
not of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, exprefly. 4, 70- 


ſeph and the Bleſſed Virgin Mary were of the| 


ſame Tribe and Family (which doubtleſs was 
commonly known among the 7ews, and plain- 
ty manifeſted by their going to Bethlehem to be 
Taxed and Inrolled according to the Decree of 
Anguſtus, Luk. 2. 1.) and therefore the recite- 


ttt 


ing of the Pedigree of 7oſeph, is as much as if 
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h; 


St. Matthew had ſet down the Profapie of the ; w 
os | Bleſfled | re 


r ” 21 } | 
g | Bleſſed Mary, they being both of the ſame De- ! 
y ſcent and Race. This is the general and recei-- 
=- | ved anſwer of Divines, both ancient and mo- 
&'| dern, (though by many of them not rightly 
S | - and clearly explained, Irenexs. |, 3. C. 18. Ter- 
N | Pall. 1,06. Fudeos. Athan. in ep. ad Epitt. Ambroſ.l.3. 
Wi com. in. Luc. Ang. e. Fauſt. |. 3. Hieron. in Matr. 
E| 1, Damaſc. |. 4. def. Gregor. Nyſſen. Orat.de Nat. 
S| Chriſti, GC. | | 
O SeCt. 7. L2xeſt. Were the Fews bound to mar- 
| ry always with perſons of the ſame Tribe ? | | 
” Anſw. x. They were not bound always ſo : 
5s | todo. 47.1.2. 47. they did often marry with 
= Women of other Tribes, yea, with Strangers and 
| Forreigners, att. 1. 5. Salmon married Rachabp, 
Y | Booz Rath: they might marry their Captives 
tl in War, Dext. 21. 12. This is further manifeſt- 
It\ ed by 7adz. 2.1.18. where the other Tribes de- 
W {| clare that they were hindred from giving their 
&-| Daughters to Benjamin by their Oath, not by 
| any Divine Law. There are many examples'in 
o-| Scripture of Marriages with ſuch as were not 
ne] of the ſame Tribe: See concerning this, Chem- 
as} nitins. P. 1. Harm. Evang.e.z. Hunnigs in Matt. 
N-] 1. &c. nor am I moved to think otherwiſe by 
be | the diſputes of the moſt learned F. Spanhem. 
of | dub. Evang. p. 1.d. 14. and 7. Tarnavins exercit. 
e-| Bibl.p.12, 8&c. 2. The Iſraclitiſþ Virgins wha 
if | had no brothers, were commanded to marry - 
he | with their neareſt Kinſmzn of paternal blood : 
ed | read Namb.36.6,7,8, the word WW ( uſed di- 


3). 


yers times in that Chapter) ffenifieth not a Tribe 


(if by Tribe we underſtand a twelfth part of 


Tfracl ) but the Family. of the Fathers ſtock (as 
H. Grotias well obſerves; ) ſo likewiſe the Sep- 
t#agint take it 1n this place of Na. 36. and 
Zoſephns ſometimes by 3 means a Family : 
_ alſo in that splace of Nambers it mult be un- 
_deritood of a Family, as the reaſon annexed 
ſhewerh, viz. leaſt the Grandfathers goods and 
Eſtate ſhould deſcend to itrangers of another 
Family ; fo that this Law was made to keep up 
not only Tribes, but Families too: ſee Tobit 3, 
IF. the Writer of which Book was a diligent 
Obſerver of 744aical Cuſtoms, And thus Epi- 
phamns and Chryſoſtome interpret this I.aw, who 
living among great multitudes of { *WS, muſt 
needs know their Cuſtoms. 3. Thc Thalmadick 
Writers (and other Fewiſh Writers {ince) attirm 
that the Law, Namb. 36. was in force only in 
thoſe rimes of the firſt divifion of the Land of 
Canaan among the Iſraelites ; but as 1n many 
things they grofly err, fo in this allo. 7o{cptas 
and Philo, of far more credit, atflirm it ro be a 
perpetual Law. 4. Secing the Bleflcd Virgin had 
no Brothers of the fame blood, ſhe was bound 
not to marry,-not only out of her Tribe, but 
alſo not out of her Family ; and therefore the 
ſetting down of foſephs Pedigree doth evince} 
that the Virgin Afary, his Wife, was both of 


| 


the Tribe of /adav, and alid of the Family of oP 
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CHAP. V, 


Doubts and Queſtions concerning the 
Genealogie ir: Luk. 3 fully anſwered,” 


SENG Doth the Genealogie, Luke 2 
declare the NaturalParents of Chrift, 
and ſhew how by his Mother, the bleſſed Vie | 
gin Mary, he deſcended from Abraham and 
David: 3 
Anſw. Yes. St. Luke draweth the Line of the 
bleiled Virgin ary, the true and Natural Mo- 
ther of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and St, Matthw ſets down foſephs Line the Ci- 
vil or Legal Father of Chriit. The Reaſons to 
prove that St. Lzke ſers down the Line and Na- _ 
tural Pedigree of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, are 
theſe, namely, becauſe, x. Thus the full and 
perfect Genealogie of Chriſt is declared, the 
Genealogie of his Civil and Legal Father: by 
St. Matthew, the Genealogie of his true 
and Natural Mother by St. Zzke. 2. Thus it 
is made undoubtedly plain and certain, that 
Chriſt deſcended from Avraham and David ac- 
cording to the ancient Propuecies, and all cavils 
and doubts concerning it prevented. 3. Thus 
the conciliation of both the Evangeliſts, St. Mat- 
they and St, Lyke, is plain and eaſie touching 
| _ OW _the 


( 24 ) 


| the Genealogic ; whereas thoſe who think that 


St. Matthew and St. Luke do both ſet down the 
ſame Genealogie, namely, oſephs Pedigree, can- 
nor defend this Opinion, nor ſatisfie and anſwer 
the Doubts and Objeftions that confront it. 
4. No probable reaſon can be given why both 
Evangeliſts ſhould, with ſuch exaCftneſs and cu- 
rioſfity, ſet down foſephs Genealogie, and wave 
the Linea] Pedigree of the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, 
It being her Pedigree which toucheth our Sa- 
viour, and not foſephs ; and by her deſcent from 


 Davia, it muſt be demonſtrated, that Chriſt was 


- 


of David according to the Scriptures. And 


Whereas it is alledged that it was not the uſe 


and cuſtom of the Fews to ſet dowr. the or- 


 dinary deſcents of Women, the anſwer is cafie : 


For, T1. Why might 1t not: be done extraor- 
dinarily, in an extraordinary caſe of this na- 
ture? Surely, in a caſe ſingular, peculiar, and 


reſerved, that Rule, if any ſuch had been, might 


s ſuirceaſe ; eſpecially by them who did not apply 


their pens to popular practice, but to Divine 
ends and purpoſes. 2, Beſides, after that Cu- 
ſtom, the Bleſſed Virgins Father may be ſpeci- 


Hed'; and fo his Father, Grandfather, and the 


reſt of the Males as high as David 3. Nor 
1s 1t true, generally, as is pretended, that no 
Pedigree of any Woman is infifted on by the 


Zews : we have an inſtance againſt it, Zadith 8. 


and in that very Genealogie Matthew x, we 
have certain Women-entred amonglt men, as 


Thamar, Kath, Bathſheba. PO AM 


(25) 
| He that would ſee more reaſons to evince that 
St.Luke ſets down the Line and Pedigree of the 
Bleſſed Virgin Mary, let him conſult Petrus Ga- 
latinus, Dom. a Soto, fanſenias , Genebrandns, 
Vincentins Regins, D. Stella, Barradas, among 
the Papiſts : Chemnitias, tins; Bibliander, La- 
. vaterus, Parens, Gomarns, Spanhemius among the 
Forreign Proteſtants. Perkins, Willet, Speed, 7o- 
han. Templer, R. Mountague late Biſhop of 'Nor- 
wich, among our Engliſh Proteſtants. Caſaxbon ' 
blames Baronixs becauſe he ſaith very little of 
this noble and ancient Queſtion of great weight, 
and is wont to treat largely of things trivial 
and lights and the fore-mentioned Biſhop of 
Norwich doth as juſtly reprehend Caſaubon for 
omitting and declining to handle ſo neceffary 
a Queſtion accurately, and ſpeaking very lit- 
tle of it. 
Set. 2, weft. Is it reaſonable to think that 
St. Luke would call Foſeph the Son of Heli, 
( Loke 3.23.) if he were but his Son-in- 
law ? 

Anſw. x. Why may not St. Lekz call a Son-. 
in-law a Son, as well as St. Matthew and the 
Pen-man of x Chron. 6c. ſtyle a Succeſſor in 
inheritance and right, a Son? Or as well as Sr. 
Lake calls Adam the Son of God? Moreover, 
it 1s no new thing in Scripture ( as well as in 
other Books ) that a Son-in-law ſhould he cal- 
led a Son, a Daughter-in-law a Daughter : as 
In Gen, 37, 35. All his Daughters, ] that is, Di- 


+... 4 | 

' wah, with his Sons Wives: So David is termed 
| Sauls Son, x Sam. 26.17,25. beſides, the word 
' Son, hath divers acceprations in Scripture; it 
1s ſometimes taken Phyſice, for a Natural Son, 
ſometimes Legaliter, for Sons-in-law, and A- 
' doptive-Sons : ſometimes Troprce,the High-Prieſt 
called Samuel his Son : the Scripture ſpeaks of 
Sons of Light, Sons of Wrath, Sons of the De- 
vil, &c. 2. St. Lake doth not ſay 7oſeph was 
the Son of Heli, as St. Matthew preciſely doth 
7acob begat foſeph ; but 7s Haz, who was of Hel, 
as in the lait aicendent linke, 7s ©£9 who was of 
God. 3. That 'place, Zeke 3. 23. may fairly 
bear this. conſtruction, viz. 'that Jeſus [| being 
the ſuppoſed Son of Feſeph] was the Son of 
Hel, that is, his Grand-child, by the Bleſſed 
_ | Virgin Daughter of Heli ; according to which 

_ Interpretation, not Foſeph bur Jeſas is called the 


von of Heli. This interpretation 1s much ap- | 


proved by St, Avg. and followed by excellent 
Divines, both of the Reformed Churches, and 
of the Church of Rome. MH. Grotias was plea- 
ſed to ſay, Vix eft creaibile, but vid. F. Spanh, 
Gomar, Ouiſtorp. fohan. Templer. S. T. D. eru- 
ditiſs. &c. as learned men as he think it Moft 
credible. 

Sect. 3. neſt. If the name of the Bleſſed 
Virgin Maries Father was Heli, as Luk. 3.23. 
why is he called Foachim by many of the An- 
CIEnts. | 

Anſw. 1, The ſingle teſtimony of St. Luxe 18 

; More 


| 


| 


(27) 
more credible than the authority of many An- 
CIents. 2. foachim was the Bleſſed Virgins "IN 
thers name, aud ſo was Hel, for Hel: is but a * 


- diminutive of} Elakim or Eliacim, and Eliakins © 


is the ſame with foacing > 7ehoiakim, Fehos- 
acin,as in 2 King, 23. 24. 2 Chrog. 2 6. 4. Phils 
and the Rabbies F- 2hs and Hacadaſh, with ma- 
ny others, affirm, that Feho:akim, Eliakim, _—_ 
are the ſame Names. . 

Set. 4. weſt. It ſeems by Lake 1.v.F4v.36. 
that the Blelled Virgin ary was of the Tribe 
of Levi, for ſhe was Coſen to Elizabeth who 

was of the Daughters of Aaroy ; how then could 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt deſcend from 
Judah and Davia? q 

Anſw, 1. It is obvious to ſay, that the Fa- 


ther or Grandfather of £Þ;zabcth might marry 


a Wife of the Tribe of 74dah, of the Family 


of David; and ſo El:zabcth might be Cofen 


ro the Bleſſed Virgin. 2. The Apoſtle teacheth, 
Hebr.7.14. that our Saviour did not fpring * 
from Levi, his meaning 1s, that the Mother - 


of Chriſt was of the Maſculine of ?#dah by 


her Father, derived from David in dire de- 
ſcent, it being the Fathers Line which gives Ti- | 
tle co the Howule and Family : The Apoſtle ment | 
not that Chriſt {prarg excluſively out of Zadzh, 
nor had any of the blood of A:ron _ Levs | 
in him, but that his Mother was not of Levs | 


by her Father. 3. Many Ancient Wears are | 
of opinion, that Chrift came alio of Levi, as he | 


, » 
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did of 7adah ; which they conceived thus, that 
\ he had a mixture of both Tribes, Regal and Sa- 
cerdotal, as being by God deſigned both King 
_ and alſo' Prieſt ; yea, it ſeems to be the com- 
mon opinion of the Fathers, that the Bleſſed 
Virgin was' born of Prieſtly Progenitors, but 
their intent and meaning was not, that ſhe to- 
rally or wholly, nor principally nor paternall 

was of Levi (as the Enemies of Chriſtian Re- 


ligion contend and object.) Hilar. c. r. in Matt, 


 Ambrof. |. 3. in Luc. Aug. de conſenſ. Evany. l. 2, 
C. 2; Bed, in Zxc. 1. alſo the Greek Fathers, Na- 
Ziant. in Carm. Geneal. Epiph. in hereſ. Antidico- 
maritat. Enth. in Lac.1. lo alſo Aquin. p.3.9.3r, 
a. 2. This opinion may be true, for although 
\. 1t be probable that both the Father and Mo- 
| ther of the Bleſſed Virgin were of the Tribe of 
| 7adah, yet ſome of their Progenitors might take 
a Wife of the Tribe of Levi, eſpecially, con- 
fidering that ſuch Marriages were frequent be- 
- tween the Regal and Sacerdotal Tribes. 4. That 
- is a meer Fable that Szidas relates, from the 
Confeſſion of Theodoſins a Few, viz. that Jeſus 
was Inrolled by the Zevitical Prieſts as one of 
' their number: our Saviours reading and teach- 
ing in the Synagogue was no proof (as he 
ſurmiſes) of his being of Lev: , for thoſe who 


were not of Levi were permitted to read and . 
teach in the Synagogues ; as 1s plain, Aﬀ#.r3. | 


If. Ramban recites theſe Canons obſerved by 
the Zews, x. Only a Zeyite muſt offer Sacri- 
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fice. 2. Any of Tſrael might expound the Law; 
3. The Expounder muſt be an eminent Man, 
and of good repute. 4. He muſt not read and 
expound until the Ruler of the Synagogue gave 
him leave ſo to do. 


LR ————— 


CHAP. VL 


Difficult places of Scripture reconciled 
and clearly explained, | 


Set. x. Contrariety in ſhew, _ 


Matt. 1. 8, Jorans be-JC1 Chron. 3-11. 2 Chroy. 
gat Ozias, on 1. Amaziah begat 
% 


Ozras. 
Conſent in ſubſtance, 


7oram was the immediate Father of Ahaziah,the 
remote Father of Ozias (called alſo Azariah. ) 


Sect, 2. Contrariety inſhew, 


Matt. 1.11. fofas be-NC1x Chron. 3.15,16. 7e- 
gat fechonias and his )hoiakim begat Fechoni- 
Brethren, s : Fechonias had nO-. 

Brethren. "Oy 


Conſent in ſubſtance. 


There were two perſons called 7echoniar, 


Tt. The Father called al Zehviaking, who had 


Brethren, 1 Chron.3.15,16, And, 2. The Son, 
Grand-child ro 7ofas, St. Afatt. 1. 1x. means 
the former, and St. arr. rt. 12. means the lar- 
ter. Epiphan. |. rt. ac her, Ambroſ, cem. in Licc. $ 
Hicron in 7att. 1. Awguſt. de conſerſ. Evanzel, 


EE. Cc 4 


k2- Contrariety in ſhew. 


Matt. rx. 22. Fechonias fer. $3. 30. 7echonias 
begat Salathiel, was Childleſs, 


Conſent in ſubſtance. 


There are Sons by nature, and Sons by ſuc- 
ceſſion and "right of inheritance ; Zechenias is 
ſaid to beget Salath::l, becauſe Salathicl was his 
Heir by right of inheritance and ſacceſſion : ſo 
alſo fechonas 18 ſaid to beget ſir, that is, ſir 
. was Heir and Succcflor after his'Unkle Zede- 
kixs ; who alſo ſor this reaſon 1s called the Son 
of 7echonias, 1 Chron. 3. 16,17. the like cata- 
chreſis is in LZ#k.2. 27. 7oſe ph 1 1s faid to be the 
Parent of Chriſt: pF is called the Son 
of Ceſar by the Poet. The word #yimv Matt, 
I. I2, is there taken improperly. 


6. 4 Contrariety in ſhew. 


Matt. 1. 12. L0k 3.27.) Ct Chron. 3. 16, 17, 18, 
Salathiel begat A oro- z I9. Pedaiah begat PAL 
babel, "robabcil. 


Conſent]- 


| 


FT 


J1 
Conſent in ſubſtance, 


Zorobabel mentioned 1n x Chros. 3.19. 1s not 
Zorbabel the Ruler ſppken of by St. Matthew - 
and St. Lzke, but another Zorobabcl who is na- 
med among others of the Royal Blood. For 
I. The Children of this Zerobabel in x Chrog. 
3- I9. have other names than thoſe mentioned 
by the Evangcliſts. 2. Zorcbabel the Ruler, is 
conſtantly .by the Prophets called: the Son 'of 


| Salathiel ( or Shealtiel, for it.is the ſame ) and 


never the Son of Pedaiah. 3. Alſo eſephas 
calls him the Son of Salzthiel : ſee Ezra 3. 2. 
5.2. Hagg.1.1. and verſ. 12. Haug 2. 2. and. 
FP 33-—--: 


$.-£. Contrariety in ſhew. 


Matt.1.12. Shlathiel isR ſ Luk. 3.27. Salathiel is 
the Son of Jechonzas. the Son of MNer:, 


Conſent in ſubſtance. 

St. Matthew, by Son meaneth the Heir and 
Succeflor in right of Jechonias. St. Luke, by 
S90N intendeth the natural Son of Vers. 

6. 6. Contraricty i in ſhew, | 
Matt. 1.13. Zorobabel \g Lak. 3. 27. Reſa was 
'} begat Abind, C the Son of Zorobabel, 

x Chron.3.19. the Sons 
| : of Z ſane were Me- 
. - ſoullam, Hananiah. 


Conſent 


32 
| Conſent in ſubſtance? 

' Zorebabel, 1 Chron. 3. 19. is another, not he 

- of whom the Evangeliſts ſpeak, whoſe elder Son 


was Abiad, from whom Joſeph deſcended ; his 
younger Son was Rheſa, from whom came the 


 -Blefſed Virgin Adary. 


6s 7» Contrariety in ſhew, 


Matt. 1.16. Joſeph * Luk. 3. 23. Joſeph 1s 
' the Son of Jacob. the Son of Hels. 


Conſent in ſubſtance. 


Joſeph was the Son of Jacob by nature, the 
Son of Hel: by marrying the Bleſſed Virgin 
Mary, Daughter of Hel;. 


6. 8. Contrariety in ſhew. 


| Dok, 3- 36. Arphaxad)CGen. 10. 24, II. 12, 
begat Carman. I Chron.1.18, Arphax- 
ad begat Salah, 


Ne 


Conſent in ſubſtance. 


Arphaxad might beget Salah as a Grand-| 


father , not a Father ; Salah might be the Son 


of Cainan, Cainan the Son of Arphaxad, St.| 


Luke 3. 36. doth not ſay expreſly Arphaxad be- 
t Cainan, but Cainan was of Arphaxad, 
vs *Apoatadl, if we ſay that Arphaxag in his 


eighteenth year begat Cainan, and Cainan in} 
his ſeventcenth year begat Salah, the five and} 
| | thirty, Wy 
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thirty years of Arphaxad (in Gen.11.12-) will | 


be well fulfilled and compleated, and Chro- 
nology not diſturbed. Some things paſlea over 
by Moſes are remembred in the New Teſtament, 
as the names of the Magicians, Fannes and 
Fambres, 2 Tim. 3. 8. the Prophecy of Enoch, _ 
7ude v.14, 15. The reaſon why Cainan is found | 
in St, Lake, and not in the Old Teſtament, We |: 
ſhall not certainly know, till we have put on 
immortality. I cannot ſubſcribe to thoſe learn= 
ed men, Cornelias a Lapide, S, Bochart: A. Rivet, 


" H. Grotins, F. Spanhem. S. Glaſſius, T. Beza, GC. ' 


who would remove Cainan out of St. Lake. So- * 
lis  hominum ſuffragiis mhil in Scriptura loco mo=- E 
vendurm. St. Ang.1., 32, e. Fauſt, c.19. St. Hie- 
ron. Ep. 8. Cainaw is found in the Septuaginr, in ' 
the Syriack Teſtament, Vulgar Latin, and in all 
Greek, Copies of the New Teſtament generally.- | 
Beza mentions only one that had not Cainen, | 


( 14) 


f 
$6.9.  Contrariety in ſhew. 
HAatt. I.I3- Zorobabcl.) Licke 3 23. Zorobabel. 
-” x Abiud, I Rheſa, 
2 'Eliakim, 2 foanna. 
< \- 23 AM" 33. 2 7adah. 
4 Zaaoc. 4 4 ofeph. \ 
F Achim, < Semer. 
6 Eliud, 6 Mattathias. 
7 El:azar. . | 7 Maath, 
| 8 Matthan. | 8 Nazgi. 
x 9.9098; [1.7 9 Eſb.* 
= * © JO To Naym. 
"SJufiph, | Ws 13g 
=” = 12. Mattathias, 
St. Mirhew from I 3 7oſeph. 
E Zorobabel(by Abiud his I4 fanna. 


* eldeſt Son), recites but. . IF Melchi,” | 


| nine Generations to 16 Levi. © 
* 7oſeph. St. Lake from 17 Matthat, 
| COT babet ( by Rheſa | 18 _ 
- his younger Son ) 
| makes eighteen Gene- | 7oſeph Huſ- 
\ rations to foſeph, _, band of B. Virgin Mary: 


Conſent in ſubſtance. 


| The perſons reckoned by St. Matthew, liv- 
- ed much longer than thoſe counted by St. Luke. 
 Ambr.1, 2. comm. in Duc. Aur. |. 1.9. in Gen, | 
9. 12. and perhaps St. Matthew omitted ſome 'n 
of leſs note, between Zorobabel and feſeph, (4; 
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33-3 
he did between David and 7echonias) to keep | 
within the compa(s of fourteen Generations in- 
each Claiſis or Rank. | 

$. 10. Seeming contradictions, in the Holy. E 
Ecripture, arife' from the ſhortneſs\ of our. un- . 
derſtanding ; as there 1s no defect in the Sun, - 
although the Owls eve. cannot ftedfaitly look. 


- upon it. Let us adore the accurate concord ' 


and harmony of the Holy Scripture , though | 
written by ſeveral perſons, at ſeveral times, 
and in ſeveral places : rhe diſagreement, if any 
appear, 1s 1h our minds, not in Gcds Word. St; 
Aug. de Verb. Dom. Serm. 16. God cid :nfallibly 
fiſt the Pen-men of the Scripture, both into - 


- the matter and words. Some men ere bold 


to ſay, that God enabled the Apoſtles to an in- 
fallible writing of all things neceflary to Sal- - 
vation, yet did not make them unerring in eve- 
ry circumſtance, and that in their Writings they } 
did'err in ſome lefſer matters by lapſe of me-- : 
mory : . thus -Socinus taught. Eraſmus alſo pipes | 
after the fame tune. But the Apoſtle teaches 
erh otherwiſe, and ſaith, all Scripture is given -! 
by Divine inſpiration, and fo is perfectly and: : 
entirely the product of the Spirit; and there- 
fore there is no word in them which 1s not 
infalliþly true. There are three ſorts, eſpeci- 
ally, who do extenuate and vilifie the Sacred - 
Scripture. 1. The Pap:ſts, Can we. think (fay 


q+ they ) God hath tied his Church to ink and 


Paper 7? Therefore they fer up the authority 


. ; . " - 


VB (36 ) | 
and voice of the Church ; which Church is, 
at laſt, the Pope: yet one of their Popes con- 
fefled, he had no knowledg in Divinity and 
Religion; for ne had fiudied other things. 2. The 
' Paakers and Evuthuſiaſts, who cry up the Spi- 
| Fit; in oppoſition to the Scripture, making that 
| only to be a dead letter. But we muſt know, 
'. NO man 1s to expect . the teachings and illu- 
mination of the Spirit, but in and through 
| the Scripture. 3. Some critical Authors and 
* Commentators, who , when they meet with 
\, difficulties,. which they cannot explain, either 
| wholly paſs them over in ſilence, or elſe ſay, 
| the Scripture 1s corrupted in ſuch places; as 
if the Providence of God were vigilant to | 
keep the Scriptures free from error only in 
things abtolutely  neceffary to ſalvation, and 
not 'in lefler matters, flatly contrary to what 
our Saviour faith of Gods Word, Matt.g.18. 
' Tnke 16. 17. viz. Till heaven and earth paſs, 
| xOne jot or one tittle ſhall in no wiſe paſs from 
#, | 


- CHAP, | 


bi. 


_ a ET, 
CH AF. we 


The palpable falſhood of ih- moſll _ 
wed Opinion to reconcile the Holy © 
' Genealogie in Mait. i. with ihat int - 


6, 1." HE common way of reconcilement. 
| 1s this, viz. that both Sr. Matthew * 


and St. Lake do ſet down the Line and Pedi- + 


gree of ?oſeph : that one deſcribes his Natural 
Line, the other his Legal Line, Tie natural * 


Line is; that whereby in the ordinary way of 


Generation Children deſcend from their Fa- * 
thers, The legal Line 1s, that when a Bro-: / 
ther. dying without Children , the ſurviving 
Brother was bound to marry his Wife, and . 
raiſe up ſeed ro the deceaſed Brother. Such ? 
ſeed did legally appeartain, 'to the deceaſed ** 
Brother, atcording to the Comman dment of : 
God, Deut. 25.5. to this appertaineth that ex- 
ample of the ſeven Brethren, att. 22. : 
6. 2. Now they ſay that Matthan and 7Mel- 
cbs ſucceſſively marrying one Woman, begat 
of her Brethren by the Mothers fide ; her 
name is ſaid to have been Eftha : Matthan, 3 
who came.by Solomon from David, begat up- . 
on her Facob; Matthan dying, :!1chi, who 
by Nathany came alſo from David, marrieth 
; +38 TO: _ her4; 


S;08 
| her, being a Widow, and begat of her ' Heli. 
| So 7ac:b and -. eli, having two Fathers, had but 
one Mother, 'brethren by the fame Yenfer. 7a- 
cob,” when his Brother He1; was dead without 


Prother deceaſed ; thus faces begat 7ojeph, but 
| he was legally the Son of Heli, 
 $.,2. Thisreconcilement is embraced by 7l. 
' Afric, nus, fuftin, Enuſebius, Hieronim. Ambrof. 
Aniuſt. Damaſc. Bcda, RC. and almoſt generally 
' Tectived by thoſe that followed after. Aquin. 
Vat QuUer, Maldonate, &c. go this way ; yea, the 
| Church of En, land retained. this Hypotheſis, 
until G Abbor, Lord Arbiſhop of Canterbary, 
. with other learned men in his time, did declare 
* againft If, and lay it afide. 
ES. 4- How this opinion came to be in vogue, 
and engage ſo many ſuffrages, 1s obvious, viz, 

' by means of Jalias Aﬀfricanes, a man of great 
name for learning in the Primitive Church, 

and contemporary with Crizen, but ſomewhat 
F elder than Origen In years. Africans faith, he 
| had this Pedigree from ſome who called them- 
| felves the Lords Kinſimen, pretending. to have 
been neer allied to our Saviour. Exſcb, Hiſt. 
HI. 1x.c 7. Nieceph. Hiſt. Eccl. |. x. C. rt. 

6. 5. This Opinion and Hypotheſis 1s contra- 

Ty to Scripture, as two things eſpecially evt-. 


dence. x Aﬀricaaus makes Melchi the imme- 


cate omg of Heli, as begotten by him of 
REF; Lut St. Loke - inſerts two perſons between 
Wu / Aclhcs 


-ifſue, rook his Wife and raifed- up ſeed to his, 
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Melon: and Heli, viz. Matthat and Zvi; Luk; 
3.2324. 2: Affricanus ſaith, that Hel: dying, 
without Children, Jacob his Brother, by the 
Mother ( according to the Law, Dext, 25.) 


ſeph: but this 1s a groſs errour, for” the Law 
| of marrying the Brothers Wife was to preſerve 


married his Brothers Wife muſt be $4oTaTHUQ , 
or a neer Kinſman by Paternal Blood, but {wh 
cob was Brother to Hel: only by the Mothers 
ſide, therefore it did not belong to him to marry 
the Widow, This is enough to ſhew the apparent 
- and lamentable deficiency of this Opinion, | 
$. 6, This Opinion 1s alfa further diſcredi- 
ted, and its 11] correſponding with the main 
intendment of it demonſtrable by many reaſons. 


\Nazarencs (as they were named) who called 
themſelves 70m, the Lords Kinſmen,Coſen- 


himſelf ſpeaketh doubrtully of it, Exſeb. Eccl. 
Hi Ll. 1.C. 7, 3. The followers of this Opi- 
nion cannot agree among themlſclves ; a—_ 
ſay that St. Matthew ſets down the Legal Line, 
St, Lake the Natural Line: ' others affirm the 
contrary. ' 4. It ſeems an abſurdity that both 


« Joſeph, :ndthar under divers names, and neither 
' of them mention the Stock and Linage of the 


F 


Bleſſed... 


i& # 


As. 1. The firſt Authors and Inventers of ir 
{. were Jewiſþ Impoſtors, Mungrel-Chriſtians ; the 


married the Widow, of whom was born Jo-- , 


| the Rights of Families; and therefore, he that | ; 


ing and Heretical companions, 2. Africanus | 


the Evangeliſts ſhould ſet down the Line of + 


nr 


Bleſſed Virgin Mary, as if it had been enough 


that Chriſt ſhould be the lawful: Succeſſor off . 


David, though he were not his Natural Son, 


And this is that. which Antonias de Domini! 
Archiepiſcop. Splalateiſ. (lib, 6. ds Rep. Eccleſ,| 


_ Cc.) contends for, viz, Chriſfum per ſolum patrem 


| legalem civiliter & tribum Jude ſortitums eſſe &\. - 
> ſlirpem David; Beatam Virginem fuiſſe & ftirpy 
 _Aaronica, But this aſlertion is contrary to|- 


many places of Scripture : ſee thoſe cited in 
my Epiſtle to the Reader. Os6j. Fathers, not 
Mothers communicate. the Tribe, Anſy, *Tis 


granted in ordinary examples, bur denied in| 


an extraordinary caſe, where there was no F4- 
ther to communicate the Tride, 

$. 7. The only- reaſon why ſo many of the 
Aacienr Fathers d.d receive this Opinion, was, 
becauſe they were 1gnorant of a better and more 


. Explain the holy Genealogie : the lets 1s to be 
attributed to their authority in this thing, be- 
caufe herein they rehie and depend upon there- 
lation of one man only, viz. Africanus: The Fa 
thers themſelves tell us that we muſt not believe 


_ them abſolutely, and: npon their bare word |. 


matters of Religion; that we owe this reve- 
rence and honour only to the Books of Dt 


, vine Scripture. Aug. Epiſt. ad Ther. 19. T. w| 


Ang. 1, 2. e. F, Hier. Ep." 62, ad Theopb, Al, 
eAmbroſ, 1. 7. Ep. 47. Orig, Hom. 2.11 Evek, Cy- 
rill, Hieroſ, Catacheſ. 4. &c, The Papiſts with- 


| 


* fir Hypotheſis to reconcile the Evangeliſts, and}. 


| 


Km 
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out 


. rity in thoſe things wherein they oppoſe and 


| Popes or Councils, 


The conceit of H. Grotius, about the Dew 


,/poling that the de9292w, might tell Affricanus. 


(4r) 


out any ſcruple allow the Fathers no Autho- © | 


contradict the Decrees or Rcfolutions of their 


CHAP. VI. 


agree of our Sitiour, demonſirated to: 
be groundlrſs, and contrad:fHious io. 
the Scripiure. 


\ 


6. F , GCrotins ſecing the futility and in- ! 

4A conliſtency of Africanus his Hypo-- 
theſis, endeavours to mend it, partly out of: 
Damaſc. |. 4. de o. f. C. 15. and Ep'phan. and 
partly from his own conjecture and gueſs : ſup-" 


the truth, and that he through forgerfulneſs 
did miſeport tne relation. - 
Fg. 2. Grotizs ſuppoſeth the ac -count to have 
been this, viz, Eftaz was firſt wife of Matthan, 
afterwards the Wife of dchi, end in Mat-: 
than the Natural Poſt=erity of Abind was extinct, 
which Abizd was eldeſt Son of Zorobabel; 
therefore by the Law.the Marriage of the 
Widow belonged to him who was chief of the 
| ſecond 


; | CS 

. ſecond. Family coming by Rheſa from Zeroba- 
| bel, and this was Melchi, who begat Jacob 
| (who was alfo called Panther.) Now by the 
| Law Jacob was Son of dead Matrhan, and 


* Succelior to all his right ; but Jacob dying with- . | 


- out Children, this right came to Joſep, and ſo 
| Joſeph 1s ſaid to be Son of J-ceb, not by the 
Law of the Widow, but becauſe his inheri- 


tance came unto him. Joſzp5 was the Natural 


' Son of Jacobs Brethren, for Melchi, the ſecond 


Husband of Eftha, had three Sons : 1. Jacob ' 


who died withour iſſue. 2. Heli whoſe Natu- 
ral Son was Joſzph, 3. Levi who begat Bar- 
F panther, Barpanther begat Panther, Panther be- 
'gat Jenoiakim (called allo Eliakim) Eliakim 


| begar the Bleſſed Virgin Mary, ſhe being an ' 


Inheritrix, muſt by the Law marry her neareſt 
| Kinſman ( of Paternal Blood ) which was Jo- 
| ſeph the Natural Son of Heli, | 


/ 
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| Zorobabel. - 
bind "me 2 
| PRISIE firſt Milebd ſecond Husband 
A of Eſtha F8 of Eftha : 
childleſs facob— Heli —- Levi 
chillileſs wofeph Apa 
| Pankber 
Eliakim 
Mery Wife 
ungo 7o/eph. 


/ $.3. The ſuppoſal and gueſs of this learned 
| man cannot hold good. For, 1. Thoſe names 


| Panther and Barpanther brought in by Dam2ſe. l. 


4 de o,f. Cc. 15. are unknown to the Ancients, 
and of a meer Legendarie and Fabulous :Ori- 


| gine, 2. This Pedigree hath in it a plain con- - 


tradiftion to St. Lake: For, . 1. Ke puts Liv 
and Mitthat between Melch: and Heli. 2. Sr. 
Lake makes Levi to be the Grandfather of 
Heli, H. Grotins makes Lov the Brother. of 
Hel. | 


=> 
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St. Lukec.3.elchi | H. Grotins —— Melchs 


i On, 


oy 7acob- Heli- Ley 
AMatthat : 
Hel:, 


' 3. This Hypotheſis doth oppoſe the Ancient 
Fathers. Hieron. Tom. 9. C. 3. Luc. expreſly in- 
ſerts Lev: and Matthan between Melchi and 
Heli. So alſo doth Amuzzſf. Dneſt, Fuang. |. 2, 
C. 5. Theophyl. in Lac. 3. yea, and Nazianzem 
in ſeveral places of his verſes. 

S. 4. The argument of Grorias, for the leay- 
ing out of Lev; and Matthat, is of no weight,viz, 
Africanss in reciting St. Lakes words, leaves out 
Leviand Matthat,as appears in Exſebixs;to which 
we may anſwer, that the ſingle teſtimony of 
St, Luke is far more to be regarded, than the 
words of Africanas and all his followers, 
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CHAP. IX. 


A Diſquiſition about our Saviours Kin- 


dred remembred in Scripture, &c, 


of $- I TS Parents of the Bleſſed Virgin (as 


we have received from Ancient Au- 
thors, by long Tradition) were foacim and 


Anna, (for FOACIn, Eliakim, Heli, are the fame 


Names ) Ep'/phan. Hereſ. 58. Aug. e. Fanſt. l. 3, 
Cc. 3. Niceph. |. x. c,7. Concerning the deſcent, , 
calling, and condition of feacim and Anna, di- 
vers fopperies and impoſtures have' been ob- 
truded upon well-meaning Chriſtians, through 
the malice of Satan, by the impious deſign» + 
ment of cunning Hereticks, to call into Que- 
ſtion the whole ſtate of our SavioursIncar- 
nation and taking fleſh of the Blefſed Vir- 
gin : Such were the Gnoſticks, Ebionites, Mar- 
cionites and 'Manichees, who thruſt forth+un- 
der the ſacred Names of rhe Apoſtles, ma- | 


ny blaſphemons and ridiculous forgeries. E- 


pipbanius . remembreth moſt of them ; of 
which, the greateſt part be loſt and gone, 
but ſome remain to this day, viz. an impi- 
ous Treatiſe entitled Protevangelium F7acobi. 
Alſo in the Fourth Tome of feromes Works, | 


4 a ridiculous Treatiſe, the Inſcription of which, 
| is an Epiſtle of Hicrems to Chromatias and' He- 


=, 2 ous 


is T 46 ) . 
Koderus of the Nativity. of holy Mary; in| 
both which lying Legends, much there is con-| 14 

... Cerning the Blefſed Virgin and her: Parents] -L© 

- Which Damaſcene, Nicephorus, and _=_ them| EIT 

them the learned Baronizs,have borrowedfthence| all 
with very poor judgment. 4 th; 
| $. We read often in Scripture of our $a-h, TE! 

viours Brethren : fee Matt. I2. 47. Then ſaid] 44 

one unto. him, Behold, Thy Mother and thy Bre- 

thren ſtand witheut deſiring to ſprak with thee Bl 

Matt. I3. FF» Is not this the Carpenters Son? hl 

is wat -hiis Mother called Mary? and his Bre-| 

thren James and feſes, and Simon and 7udait t 

70h. 2.12, After this he went down into Capcrua th 

um; He, and his mother, and his brethren, and| A 

his diſciples. Joh. 7. 3. His brethren ſaid mum tf 

' him, Depart hence and 'go unto fudea, that t B 

 Diſtiples may ſee the works which thou doeft. a 

If thow as theſe things, ſhew thy ſelf to. the world: |* V 

- far neither did his brethren believe in him, A&.| © 

T.14. Theſe all coritinued with one accord in pray- k 

'* er” with the Women and Mary the Mother of | © 

» Teſms, aud with his Brethren. 1 Cor. 9.5. Have 

We not power to lead about a Siſter, a Wife, as 

well. as the the other. Apoſtles, and: as the bre- 

thren of the Lord and Crphas. Gal. r. 19, Other | 

Apoſtles. ſaw I none, ſave James the Lords Bro- 

ther. Who are called the Lords Brethren, and 

how they were his Brethren, 1s an ancient-| 
queſtion, and much difpured. We muſt take qy 
heed ' of : twor errors: 2x. The curſed an ' SN 
| * 9 | | tne. 
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or Daughter may be underſtood according.t0 
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- 
of 
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of: 20 
the unbelieving Jews, who'aſſign Brothers Ger- 
mane of the ſame Father and Mother to our 


-Lord Jeſus, as born of Joſeph and Adary. 2. The . 


error of Helvidias and the Artidaicomarianites, 
always deteſted by the Church. They denied 
that the Virgin Mary did always continue and 
remain a pure Virgin : Epiph, Hereſ, 78. Hier. 1. 
aduverſ, H:lv. &Cc. 

6. 3. Some fay that Joſeph (Husband to the 
Bleſſed Virgin ) had a Brother named Cleophas, 
his Wives name was ary. Their two Wives 
are called Siſters [ Joh. 19. 25. there ſtood by..." 
the Croſs of Jeſus his Mother, and his Mo- 
thers Siſter, Mary the Wife of Cleophas, and 


| Mary Magdalene] and that, the Children of 


this Cleophas are therefore called the Lords 
Brethren : that Cleophas was Joſephs Brother, is 
affirmed by Hegeſippas in Euſeb. |. 3.C,2. Theed, 
in Gal. x. . Epiphan. hereſ. 78. Theaph. Bede, Ni- 
cophorgs, GC. and to this aſſertion inclines the 
learned (late Biſhop of Norwich ) R. 24. Bur 
this Opinion cannot be true, for ſundry rea- 
ſons to be noted in that which followeth, This 
Mary, faid-to be the Wife of Cleophas,. Joh, 19: 
25. was "indeed the Wife of Alphens '(as is 
plain, if you compare, Matt. ro. 3. with Aath. 
27.56.) and that place, Joh: 19. 25. tranfla= -; 
ted in our Engliſh Bibles, and by . Beza. [ Mary  : 
the - Wife ''of Cleophas]. ſhould be tranſlated 
[ Mary the Daughter of Cleophas] either Wite 


the - 


in : 4 


the Greek, but it is moſt probable that Daughs: 
ter \is meant there. The Arabick Verſion 


- renders it [ Mary the . Daughter of Cleo- 
phas] and ſo many moſt learned take it. The 
reaſon of Beza, viz. that Women are uſually 
denominated from their Husbands, will not 
hold good here, for ( as Lad:v. de Dies right- 


ly notes) they are alſo often uſually denomi-. 


nated from their Fathers. + {una the Prophe- 
ceſs 1s called the Daughter of Phanxcl, her 
Husbands name nor being mentioned. 

'$."4. It is the ſafeſt Opinion, and freeſt 
from all encumbrances, to underſtand by the 
Brethren of our Lord; true Brethren; that is, 
| of the part or fide of the Bleſſed Virgin, 
who was truly and properly the Mother of 
' Chriſt, the name Brethren being extended to 
any neer Kindred in Blood, according to the 
uſage of the Hebrew and Syriack, Speech, as 
St. Hier. adv. Helv, doth. at large declare, 
This Opinion is (confirmed by this, 'that the 
Brethren of our Lord are never named with 
Joſeph, but with the Mother of - our Saviour 
* as a-kin'to him on her ſide, Matt. 12. 47. 
T3. 55. Joh. 2. 12. Aﬀs1. 14. And 2; In Joy. 


19. 25. Mary of Cleophas is called Siſter of | 


the Bleſſed Virgin. Now this Afary of Cleo- 
phas was the Mother. 'of James ard TJoſes 
( that is Joſeph) the Brethren of Chriſt .'as 1s 
evident. Marr. 27. 56. Mary the Mother of 
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ther of Fames the leſs, and of Poſes. Joh. 19.25. 1 


There frood by the Croſs of feſus, his Mother and ' 


his Mothers Siſter, Mary of Cleophas, &t. St. 
Zobn calls Mary of Cleophas Siſter of the Bleſſed 
Virgin, that is a neer Kinſwoman; perchance 
ſhe was Coſen Germane to the Bleſſed Virgin, 
and certainly ſo neer a-kin that her Sons are 
called the Brethren of our Lord ; perhaps they 
were his ſecond Coſens : neer Kindred are cal- 
led Brethren and Siſters in Scripture. Ir is 
thought by learned men, that the Blefled 
Virgin - was the only Child of her Pa- 
rents. ou 

$. 5. The Brethren of our Lord are re- 
counted four, viz. 7ames and foſes, Simon'and 
7udas, Matt. 13.55. 1s not. is Mother called 
Mary, and his Brethren fames and foſes, Simon 
and 7udas ? and his Siſters are they not all with us? 
Mark 6. 3. [s not this the Carpenter, the Son of 
Mary, the Brother of fames and oſes, and of 7#- 
da and Simon? Are not his Siſters here with us? 
That is, his neer Kinfivomen ( [s not this the 
Carpenter? ) It appears here that our Saviour. 
did exerciſe that Trade in his younger years; 
nor was it unbeſeeming the eſtate of humilti- 


| ation, Which he had aſſumed. It was a lau- 


dable Cuſtom among the fews, that even ſuch 
as had riches and revenues, and ſuch as ad- 
dicted themſelves to the Studies of Wiſdom and. 
Knowledg, did alſo learn and prattice ſome 
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to return, Some think that the two latter of 


our Lords Brethren, viz. Simon and Pudas | 


were not Brothers Germane of the former, 
viz, fames and foſes, but by ſome other Mo- 
ther had propinquitie to Chriſt ; becauſe that 
Mary is only ſaid to be the Mother of 7ames 
and foſes, Matt. 27. Mark 15. which if it be 
ſo, we muſt confels that St, 7ade, who in | his 
Epiſtle calls himſelf [© the Brother of 7ames] 
was not the Germane or Uterine Brotier of 
St. 7ames; but only his neer Kinfman. He calls 
himſ=If the Brother of fames, 1. Becauſe he 
was famous among the Apoſtles. 2, To ſhew 
that he was no other 7zde but the Apoſtle; 
3- To diſtinguiſh himſelf from 7adas 1ſcarict, 
who betrayed Chriſt, and other des, for 
this name was common among the fews, 
There were two Jameſes among the Apoſtles, 
x. 7ames the Son of Zebrde, Brother to John, 
who was with Chriſt at his Transfiguration, 
and was put to death by Herod, Act. 12. 
2. James the Son of Alphens an Apoſtle allo, 
and Writer of the Epiſtle under his name, ſti- 
| Ted the Lords Brother, Gat. 1.19. and called 
James the leſs, Mark 15.40. either becauſe he 
was teſ$ in Stature, or younger in years than 
rhe ©ther James. 


__ 


$6. 6. The account concerning the Kindred 


. of our Saviour, common in the Schools and | 


- - Pulpits, . which was alſo prefixed to our En- 


— 


gliſh Bibles, is this, viz,we have relation that | 


__ 
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| [Auna, Mother of the Bleſſed Virgin, had three ] 


Husbands, and three Daughters, by each Hus- 
band one ; her Husbands are ſaid ro have been 
Joacim, Cleophas, Salome. Her Daughters were 
all named Mary, they married three Husbands, 
Joſep7, Alpheus,  Zebedews ; and that as the. 
B. Virgin, who was the eldeſt, bare Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, ſo the ſecond Mary, Wife of Cle- 
ophas, had four Sons, James, Joſes, Simon, Judas, 
= third Mary by Zebede had James and John. 
Now this cannot be true, Becauſe, T1. Salome 
was the Name of a Woman, and not of a 
Man, as we find in the New Teſtament, and 
often in Joſephas. 2. They who hold that Au- 
ya had three Husbands, do ſay that ſhe was | 
of a great Age before ſhe bare the Bleſſed | 
Virgin : now that ſhe ſhould marry again in | 
her Decrepit Age, and afterwards have Chil= 
dren by both her Husbands, is altogether 
improbable. 3. It is not likely that Anna. | 
ſhould have three Daughters, all of the fame, | 
name, becauſe names are given for diſtinfti- } 
On. 4. This Relatian and Account hath no 
ground at all in Antiquity. 5. Salowe was the . 
Mother of Zebedeces Children : compare Matt. 
27.56, with Mark 15. 40. St. Mark calls her : 
Salome, and St. Matt. calls her the Mother of. * 
Zebedee's Children, as is acknowledged by St. 
Chryſ. Hom, 28. in Matt, Author of Imperf. 
Work. Hom. 35. Epiphanius, Theophyl.'S&C. | 
'$. 7, The Holy Genealogies are as a Gol- | 
— D 2 den | 


—_—_ 


. den Key to open the truth of Story, without | 


Eerhich, it is impoſſible to read the Scriptures 
with true underſtanding ; they are therefore 
- of ſingular uſe, and being endited by che Ho- 
ly Spirit, ought of all to be known: the care 
| of preſerving theſe Genealogies, the Holy Ghoſt 
 ſheweth in che Firft Book of the Chronicles, 
where the firſt nine Chaprers atford ſcarce any 
other matter. And in the New Teſtament the 
Sacred Genealogie. is ſet in the Frontiſpiece 


*of it. [The Book of the Generation of J:ſus Chriſt] 


Matth. x. x. Search then the Scriptures, | for 
| they te ſtifie of Chriſt, and no. where more ful- 


Iy than in the Sacred Genealogies ; which ſhew | 


* him to be the promiſed ſeed to ſubdue Saran, 
and fave Gods Elect, Chriſt is the light and 
life of all the world , all knowledge of him is 
| precious. According to the Scripture he came 
 1n the fulneſs of rime, and was made of a 


Woman of the feed of Abraham, the Tribe 


| of 7zdah, the Family of David. 

d. 8. I conclude with this Gaſe of Conſci- 
ence, Whether a Chriſtian be bound to adore 
and worſhip the Humane Nature or Fleſh of 
Chriſt? For anſwering hereof, take theſe enſu- 
þ Ing particulars. I. Adoration, taken for the 
acknowledging of a Nature Supreme, Almigh- 
| ty, Omnipreſent , may not be given to the 
| humane Nature of Chriſt, or to his Fleſh ;' 
but it is certain, ſuch a Veneration and Ho- 


Nour iS duc ro Chriſts Humane Nature and 
: - Fleſh - 
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Fleſh as is due to no other Creature * becauſe his: / 
Humane Nature 1s moſt nearly and ftriftly 
united to God: and is the Fleſh of the Son of _ 
God. The Humane Nature of Chrift being a 
Creature, muſt needs be uncapable of the Ado- - 
ration and Worſhip due to the Creator oily. 
2. The object of Adoration (properly ſocalled)y- 
is the Perſon of Chriſt, not the Humane- 
Nature or Fleſh of Chriſt, but Chriſt Incarnate, 
made Man , Heb, x.6. Let all the Angels' of 
God Worſhip him : See Eph. 2. 0, 11. Although 
therefore Adoration be carried to the whole Per- 
ſon of Chriſt, yet it is not given with the 
| fame reſpect and conſideration to the whole 
of his Perſon : as when a man is praiſed and 
commended for his piety, vertue, wiſdom; &c. 
the whole Perſon or Man is commended 
and praiſed, but the praiſe and commendation 
belongeth properly to his mind, and not to 


w—— 


: * bis body. 3. Though the Humane Nature of 


Chriſt is not the Object of that Adoration 
which 1s8-due 'to God alone, yet it is not to 
be ſeparated from the Object to be Adored. 
Chriſt is to be Adored and Worſhipped as God 
| manifeſt in the Fleſh, not as if he were ſepa- 
rated from the Humane Nature. That for 
which Chriſt is Adored js his Divine Nature, 
that without' which he is not to be Adored 
is his Humane Nature. As a King with his 


' Crown and Purple Robes, is honoured with + 
F Civil Worſhip by his Subjects, yer this ho 
4 o_ X EA » h : nou! | - 


j - nour is direQly given to the King himſelf, -] 
not to his Royal Crown and Robes; which 
A | Similicude uſed by the Ancient Fathers, muſt 
| be applied according to their true meaning, |. 
and not ftrained too far: for the Humane 

Nature of Chriſt is united to his Godhead, nat 
 -as a Garment which may be pur off and On, 
but inſeparably as a part of his Perſon ; ſo as | 
the. Mediator Worſhipped ſhall be God-man 
* in the unity of one Perſon. And the Catho- 
lick Church hath accurſed them which hold, 
\ that the Fleſh of, Chriſt is not to be Adored, | 
© conſidering it is the Fleſh of God. Cyril, Anath, 
8, Divine Worſhip is not given to the Huma- 
nity in reſpect of it ſelf, but in reſpe& of the 
Divinity to which it 1s united. Thom. 3. 2. q 
25. A. 2. > 


